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York Planning Meeting  
November 10, 2021, 7:30 pm 

York Town Hall 
 
Present:  Joe McIlroy, Alan Brightman, David Dermody, Zack Kobylanski  
Absent:  Chris Wall 
  
Others: Donna Falkner, Kirk Richenberg, Davies Nagel, Blaine VanRy, Martha & Ned Edmonds,  Jim 
Campbell Esq., Donna Walker, Carl Peter, Becky Lewis, Denise Hahn & granddaughter 
  

Chairman McIlroy opened the meeting at 7:30 with pledge to flag. 
 
Mr. McIlroy asked board to look at P. 34 of Zoning Code on sound zoning.  He asked if anyone 
had any questions or comments. 
 
Mr. Richenberg asked if this was a public hearing or not. 
 
Mr.  McIlroy said it was a discussion on moving forward and this was not supposed to be a 
public hearing. 
 
Mr. Campbell stated they can continue meeting as planned without the public hearing.  If public 
comment is allowed it will be reflected in minutes.  If they want the comments to be part of the 
public hearing for the Town Board next week, they will also need to be brought there. The 
letters submitted will be added to the minutes.   
 
Discussion continued about current sound zoning and 50 ft. minimum distance as a guide not 
absolute and can be increased during plan review. 
 
RE: DRIVE-THRU NOISE 

MRB GROUP PROJECT NO. 2507.20001.000 PHASE 001 
Dear Mr. McIlroy: 
MRB, as requested by the Town Planning Board, performed a cursory review of drive-thru 
ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƭŜǾŜƭǎΦ ²Ŝ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ 
consideration. 
Sound or noise intensity is typically measured in decibels (dB). Multiple sources have 
indicated that a drive-ǘƘǊǳ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ тн Ř. ŀǘ пΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 
approximately equivalent to the noise intensity one might experience whilst using a 
vacuum cleaner. A normal conversation typically produces an intensity of 60 dB, 
whereas a library might have an ambient noise level of 40 dB. 
When determining the impacts of a sound source, distance is an important consideration. 
For every doubling of the distance between a sound source and a receptor (residence, 
pedestrian, etc.), the sound level decreases by approximately 6 dB (decay). The 
equation for sound decay is as follows: 

__ _ __10__ __ 

_ _ 

La = noise level at original distance (dB) 
Lb = noise level at new distance (dB) 
Da = original distance from source 
Db = new distance from source 
Using the above referenced equation and noise levels, a drive-thru speaker producing 
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тн Ř. ŀǘ пΩ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ 
Drive-Thru Speaker Sound Intensity 
Distance from speaker Intensity (dB) Reference level 
4 feet 72 Vacuum cleaner 
мс ŦŜŜǘ сл bƻǊƳŀƭ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ όоΩ ŀǿŀȅύ 
50 feet 50 Moderate rainfall 
90 feet 45 Quiet office 
160 feet 40 Refrigerator hum, light rain 
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Also it should be noted that there are other variables that could impact/ reduce the 
sound levels from a drive-thru. They include the following: 

 tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎΣ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ŦŜƴŎƛƴƎΣ ŜǘŎΧ 

 Drive-thru speakers be oriented away from residential homes. 

 Set restrictions that a drive-thru cannot exceed ambient noise levels (45 db) at 
the property line. 

 Set restrictions on hours of operation 

 Require a greater setback from the property line +/- 100 feet. 
If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding any of the above, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 
Sincerely, 
Lance S. Brabant, CPESC 
Director of Planning & Environmental Services 
CC Planning Board Members 
Jerry Deming, Town Supervisor 
James Campbell Jr., Esq., Town Attorney 
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